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CATHOLIC EDUCATION

walking
forward
t o g e t h e r

Gr 11 Masses
Grade 11 learners from our 23 Catholic 
High Schools across Johannesburg met at 
the Cathedral of Christ the King on 17 and 
18 May for their annual Mass. This was a 
unique opportunity for these learners to 
enjoy meaningful time together in prayer 
and conversation. 

The morning began with a beautiful 
celebration of the Eucharist, centred 
on the theme for this year, Catholic 
education: Walking Forward Together. 
Fr Teboho Matseke was the main celebrant 
on both days, with Fr Mokesh Morar and 
Fr Thabo Mothiba concelebrating. 

Representatives from the schools 
brought up the three Pilgrimage Crosses 
which have travelled between schools in 
the past months. Each cross bore ribbons 
and cards, ties and scarves of the schools 
visited, and symbolically lifted the young 
people to God in prayer during Mass. 

School banners were also proudly 
displayed in the entrance procession. 
Dean Spiller (Foundation for the Person 
& Family), led the young people in song 
during Mass. He was joined on the 
Wednesday by Pauline Penny and the 
Marimba Band from St Dominic’s Catholic 
School for Girls.

Dean Spiller

Rosa Calaca with 
the 3 Pilgrimage 
Crosses

St Benedict’s College & Holy Rosary School learners 
at the Pilgrimage Cross handover

Der La Salle Holy Cross College learners receive 
the Pilgrimage Cross

Sacred Heart College learners receive the 
Pilgrimage Cross from Assumption Convent girls
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At the procession of the gifts, representatives from each school brought forward their generous donations of food, cleaning material 
and money, all of which had been collected at school over the past months. These were distributed to various shelters run by 
the Sisters of Mercy, and to the Cathedral 
Soup Kitchen. 

After Mass, learners enjoyed a time of 
lively socialising before gathering in 
the Cathedral Hall for a time of Praise 
and Worship. This proved to be most 
enjoyable, especially as they had an 
opportunity to sing and dance to their 
hearts’ content!

We pray that this celebration has been 
an inspiration to learners as they move 
forward on their journey through school, 
always walking together with hope and 
courage for the future!

St Catherine’s (Germiston) ready with donation boxes

Representatives with school banners

Fr Mokesh, Fr Teboho & Fr Thabo

St Martin De Porres School leading Procession of 
the Word

Altar Servers from Holy Rosary School Praise & Worship after Mass



Catholic Schools 
Week
Catholic Schools Sunday was 
celebrated in parishes across 
the Archdioceses of Johannesburg 
and Pretoria on 20 - 21 May. Schools 
celebrated for a week either side of the 
weekend, and it was a great opportunity 
to deepen relationships between 
Catholic schools and parish communities. 
It also gave us a chance to recognize 
the rich diversity that exists within our 
schools network. There were a number of 
parishes where schools had a particularly 
delightful presence, and learners from 
various schools could easily be identified 
by their uniforms and their participation 
at Mass.

The theme of Catholic Education: 
Walking Forward Together dominated 
the many prayer experiences, outreach 
events, art & crafts work and other 
activities. There was an amazing array 
of wonderfully innovative and creative 
ideas that were implemented and shared.

These included :

 novenas, prayer walks, special Masses 
and assemblies, Eucharistic adoration, 
beautiful para-liturgies   appreciation 
events like tea with transport and other 
service providers  visits to elderly 
founding religious sisters and brothers  
teacher and secretary gratitude days  
service outreach programmes,  food, 
clothing and blanket drives  visits with 
the elderly at various homes for the aged 
 social and community awareness 
activities  visits to children’s homes and 
informal settlements  environmental 
awareness programmes  class picnics 
that focussed on the beauty of creation  

seed planting and vegetable gardening

Many schools involved their Art 
Departments to assist in the 
design and display of special 
posters, creating stunning 
murals, and identifying 
areas at schools that were 
painted to celebrate the 
work of Catholic education. 
Learners made rosaries 
and crosses, cards and 
bookmarks, and prayer rock 
bags. 

A highlight was learning the Theme Song 
Walking Forward Together and having 

young learners singing it with 
great gusto and enthusiastic 
actions. The visuals were 

entertaining and appreciated 
by the gathering of schools at the 

Special Meeting of the CSB held on 
Saturday, 3 June.

Each year the range of activities during 
Catholic Schools Week grows to 
incorporate the great wealth of Catholic 
education. Some schools have decided 
to continue their celebrations into the 
rest of the year, bearing testimony to the 
pride they feel at being such an integral 
part of the Catholic Schools network. This 
bodes well for the future of our country. 
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Assumption Convent (PTA) creating their wall mural 
“Why I love my Catholic School”

Gr 3s from 
St Benedict’s 
before Mass

Maryvale College visit Retirement Home

Brescia House 
picnic

Learners at Masses for 
Catholic Schools Sunday

Assumption Convent 
Prayer Walk to 
Schoenstatt Shrine

St Ursula’s Tea for Transport Providers
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Maryvale College hosted the re 
Coordinators’ meeting on 10 May. 

After prayer with a distinct Marian focus, 
Eleanor Hough presented some excellent 
insight into  living our ethos, with a 
particular focus on enabling effective 
Religious Education teaching. She 
facilitated a valuable discussion on the 
crucial role of RE Coordinators in schools. 

Participants had an opportunity to 

Catholic Schools 
Week

Religious Education 

and Ethos support

examine their school’s Ethos, Values, 
Mission and Vision in light of the 
following 4 factors: 

Special attention was 
given to unpacking 
the CSO logo for 
2017: Catholic 
education Walking 
Forward Together, 
with others, with 
our families, with 
creation, with hope 
and with God. 

 Responsibility 

  Preparedness

 Respect   

  Self-Discipline
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Mike Enos (principal 
at Assumption 
Convent Pretoria) & 
Fr Clement during a 
“demonstration” Mass

Raylene Nadesan 
(principal) and 
learners at St Theresa’s 
Convent School

Our Lady of Lebanon School prayer walk for Mass 
“on the hill”

St Teresa’s (Rosebank) outside Immaculate 
Conception parish

Maryvale College learner with a resident at a 
retirement home

Mrs Jocelyn Thompson and girls from McAuley 
House visit residents at Frederic Place

RE staff at RE 
coordinators’ meeting

Jenny Potgieter and 
Eleanor Hough with 
RE staff in the centre



Bible Quizzes
A number of Schools participated in the 
annual Bible quizzes coordinated by Chris 
Reed. Participating teams thoroughly 
enjoyed competing against each other, 
and they did their schools proud! The 
host schools were well organized and all 
the events ran smoothly.

St Matthew’s Secondary School hosted 
the St Augustine Quiz for the Central 
Region on 20 May.  Primary School 
learners studied Matthew 1 – 16, while 
the high schoolers studied Mark 1 – 16. 

results for the Central region: 
place primary schools: Matthew 1-16
1st St Matthew’s Team B
2nd St Matthew’s Team A
3rd St Ursula’s Team A
place high schools: Mark 1-16
1st McAuley House Team B
2nd St Matthew’s Team B
3rd Tie: St Matthew’s + 

McAuley House
Team A

In the East Rand, the St Jerome Quiz was 
held at St Catherine’s School in Germiston 
on 26 - 27 May, where primary school 
learners were tested on Genesis 28 – 50 
(particularly stories of Joseph and Jacob) 
and the high schools were quizzed on 
Exodus 1 – 30.

results for east rand schools: 
place primary schools: luke 1-16
1st Tie: Assumption Convent Team 

A & St Catherine’s Germiston 
Team B

2nd St Thomas Aquinas Team A
3rd St Catherine’s Team A
place high schools: Matthew 1-28
1st Veritas College Team A
2nd St Benedict’s College Team A
3rd Assumption Convent Team B

Special mention must be made of 
roberto Coelho, grade 12 learner at St 
Benedict’s College. Having been at the 

school since Grade R, Roberto 
is the current Bible Quiz 

captain and Head of 
Religion (prefect). He 
has participated in the 
Bible Quiz since primary 
school and has for 10 

years competed in 11 
competitions. Both Roberto 

and his younger brother, Ricardo 
(Grade 9) are active in the Catholic Faith 
at school and in the Blessed Sacrament 
Parish in Malvern. His parents have 
always been great supporters of their 
sons and the school.

Mr reed, Bible Quiz master for a quarter of 
a century, paid special tribute to Roberto. 
He said that the St Benedict’s team 
members – and Roberto in particular – 
have for many years assisted in creating 
an exciting spirit at the quiz through their 
enthusiasm and participation. Mr Reed 
remarked that Roberto will be missed.

Veritas College, Springs won the St 
Jerome Quiz by 1 point, with St Benedict’s 
taking 2nd place. Roberto may not have 
been able to clutch the KDG trophy this 
year, but did well in second place; his 
legacy and contribution to the Quiz and 
ambassadorship for his school and family 
will live on in the annuals of the school 
community. St Benedict’s College and the 
Catholic Schools Office are immensely 
proud of him.
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Veritas College Team A St Matthew’s Secondary

St Thomas Aquinas

McAuley House

St Catherine’s (Germiston) & Assumption Convent tie 
for first place

Mr Chris Reed 
receives a gift 
from learners at 
St Matthews

Jenny Potgieter with  St Matthew's Primary 
winning team

Mayfair Convent

St Ursula's Primary

St David's Marist

Dennis Maritz (Principal at St Catherine’s, 
Germiston) handing over the winner’s trophy to 
Veritas College
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Annual Special Meeting of Schools

“Step by step, hand in 
hand, side by side… ”  
The words of our theme song Walking 
Forward Together rang out in the 
hall at Brescia House on Saturday, 
3 June, as representatives from 
various schools tapped their feet 
in tune to the music. Different 
versions of the song were 
strategically played at various 
points in the meeting. By the 
time participants left, there 
was a tangible sense of 
excitement to get everyone 
in our schools singing!

There was a spirit of sharing, 
caring and commitment evident 
in all the work being done by 
our schools in Johannesburg 
and Pretoria. It is clear that all our 
learners are not just being taught 
a body of knowledge, but that they are 
being equipped with essential life skills 
that they take out with them into the 
world. We acknowledge all members of 
staff for the role they play. We also thank 
parents and caregivers for their support 
and encouragement as they challenge 
our schools to deliver their best.

Sr Margaret from the CSO presented the 
Financial Statement for 2016, and thanked 
schools for their ongoing generosity. 
The annual contributions made by 
schools help to ensure that all 
projects undertaken through 
the CSO remain relevant and 
effective. Some attendees 
were delighted with their 
hampers in our lucky draw.

Growing Leaders
Participants in the Leadership Course are 

now well immersed in their programme 
of development. Module 2 of the 

course, held at De La Salle Holy 
Cross College, focussed on 
Spirited Leadership and was 
facilitated by Fr russell pollitt 

sJ and Dr annemarie pauline-
Campbell of the Jesuit Institute. 

Module 3 (Financial Manage-
ment & Strategic Planning) and Module 4 
(Perspectives on Educational Leadership) 
were facilitated by Dr graeme edwards 
(St David’s Marist College, Inanda). Sr 
Jacqui and her team at Koinonia Centre 
in Judith’s Paarl did an excellent job of 
accommodating the group. 

We look forward to the next 2 modules 
in July.
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Jenny Potgieter 
reporting on the 
work of the RE 
department

Staff enjoying our 2017 Theme Song

Violet Ramathunya, 
Sr Margaret & Jenny 
Potgieter presented 
hampers in the 
lucky draw

Dr Annemarie Paulin-
Campbell & Fr Russell Pollitt

Leadership Group met at De La Salle 
Holy Cross College for Module 2 of 
their course

Dr Graeme Edwards



On 9 May principals and heads of school gathered 
at Bishop Shanahan Hall, Holy Rosary School 
(Edenvale) for their termly forum meeting. Since 
the date coincided so closely with the Feast of Our 
Lady of Fatima, the meeting opened with a special 
liturgy dedicated to Mary, our Mother, marking the 

100th Anniversary of the Apparitions of Our Lady at 
Fatima. During a time of quiet prayer, candles were lit 

by everyone present. A decade of the Rosary was prayed 
together for the intentions of everyone at our schools.

Some principals had the chance to express the extent of the trauma they experienced 
during the recent subsidy crisis and the impact it continues to have on their schools. 
Such opportunities of sharing create a sense of understanding and appreciation 
amongst all our schools for the gift that is Catholic education. Principals continue 
to be inspired to work towards bringing out the best in all staff and learners at their 
schools. This was evident in the fabulous effort that went into preparing for the special 
annual CSB meeting on 3rd June.

Safe Guarding 
Schools
Mrs Eleanor Hough (CSO Schools Liaison) 
has been visiting our schools and 
offering workshops on a crucial aspect 
of education: ensuring that our children 
are safe, secure and working happily. In 
her workshops, Mrs Hough deals with 
different forms of abuse, for example 

 Psychological 

 Physical 

 Neglect  

 Cyber and 
Technological 

 Sexual 

Her message is 
clear:  abuse & 
bullying – in any 
form – is not ok! 
It is the responsibility 
of everyone in the school 
community to ensure that learners are 
kept safe. We take our example from Pope 
Francis who is deeply concerned about 
the wellbeing of the most vulnerable.

Principals’ Meetings
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Learners at St Peter Claver Primary

John Martin Catholic School St Angela’s Primary
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Pretoria 

Grade 7 Mass
The Grade 7 Mass was hosted by Loreto 
Convent at the Cathedral on 19 May. Fr 
Robert Mphiwa was the main celebrant.

RE Seminar
Bev Whittal from St Catherine’s (Florida) 
facilitated the RE seminar on 11 May with 
a particular focus on lessons from the 
heart.

Bible Quiz
The first Bible Quiz in Pretoria was held at 
Loreto Primary School.

place primary schools
1st St Thomas Aquinas Team A
2nd Tie between Loreto 

Convent & St Thomas 
Aquinas 

Team B

3rd Assumption Convent Team A

Principals’ Forum
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Foundation Phase Sports Day 

(l to r)  Peter Ross, Michael Enos, 
Violet Ramathunya

Bible Quiz



news
school

Mary Help of Christians 
Pre and Primary School: 
50th Anniversary
Mary Help of Christians School in 
Booysens celebrate their Golden Jubilee 
this year. In a special event to 
mark this anniversary, 
the school put on a 
production of song, 
dance and poetry 
on 1 April. The little 
people thoroughly 
enjoyed showing 
off their talents, 
and they all looked 
wonderful in their 
bright array of costumes. 
Mrs Velda Davids (principal of MHC) 
welcomed parents, family, friends and 
special guests, who appreciated the 
cheerfully decorated hall with walls 
covered in beautiful artwork.

It was quite remarkable to have had 
present in the audience, a number of 
sisters who were previous principals and 
part of the founding structure of the 
school. 

Assumption Convent
Karoline Schwarzer from Germany joined 
Assumption Convent School as a Rotary 
Exchange Student. Karoline stayed with 
Kiran Molloy and her family.

Veritas College
Veritas College celebrated their anniversary 
with a lively 25th Jubilee Mass on 12 May.  This 
beautiful celebration had learners singing and 
participating joyfully.
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Donor from Solon Foundation visits 
Assumpta Primary School

Staff at Assumpta Primary School with a donor 
from the Solon Foundation
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news
school

De La Salle Holy Cross 
College 
Wednesday, 10 May was “National Clean 
Your Room Day”. For parents it was a 
celebration and for hoarders and children 
it was a nightmare!

Pupils were asked to roll up their sleeves, 
clean their rooms and donate clothes 
and stationery to the College’s various 
outreach projects. These included toys 
and sports equipment for the Lasallian 
Youth and old cell phones, chargers 
and computers for the Environment 
Committee’s e-waste collection. 

The names of everyone who contributed 
to this initiative went into a lucky draw. De 
La Salle Holy Cross College are grateful for 
the continued support of the initiatives 
of their Environment Committee.

Mercy Schools Ascension 
Day Gathering
(as reported by Mrs Nichola Humphries, 
principal of  McAuley House Primary)

It has become a tradition for all staff 
(academic, administrative & maintenance 
support) to celebrate Ascension Thursday 
by coming together for a day of prayer, 
reflection, fellowship and networking. 
McAuley House hosted the event and 
welcomed colleagues from Mayfair Convent 
and St Matthew’s Primary and High Schools. 
The day began with Mass celebrated by 
Father Graham Pugin who allowed us to 
reflect on the idea that in the Ascension, 
Jesus was not leaving us, but paving the 
way for us to follow.

Tea and scones served after Mass allowed 
everyone to enjoy the mild autumn sunshine 
and provided an opportunity to network 
with colleagues and meet new ones. 

Our second session was a departure from 
the norm as we engaged in a team-building 
drumming session. Teachers can be the 
most difficult pupils and so it turned out, 
with plenty of interaction between our 
excellent drumming teacher and his excited 
group of students. Beyond the basic skill of 
beating a drum, there were many things for 
us to learn, such as listening, concentration 
and co-operation. There was much 
laughter along the way, but what a sense of 
achievement when we all managed to beat 
out our rhythm in unison! We finished this 
session feeling exhilarated.

St Catherine’s Convent, 
Germiston
Moms, aunties and grans gathered to 
celebrate a Mothers’ Mass on Friday, 12 
May for the feast of Our Lady of Fatima.  
Hymns were sung, poems were read and 
the marimba girls played while guests 
enjoyed tea and snacks after the service.

Sacred Heart College
Sacred Heart College held an Adventure Playground on Tuesday, 6 June.  Play Africa 
facilitated the experiential play event between Sacred Heart College Foundation 
Phase learners and Three2Six learners from their Education Refugee project.  

It was such a beautiful occasion. Staff were busy the entire day but it was lovely to 
see the smiles on the faces of all the children.  The 2 walking hand in hand epitomises 
the very core of the exercise: children from 
different walks of life can play together 
and within a short space of time, become 
friends. 

The day was extra-special in that it was 
Champagnat / Founder’s Day. Also, 2017 
celebrates 200 years of a Marist presence 
in the world and 150 years in South Africa. 

A delicious meal of curry and rice followed, 
with more networking between colleagues 
before we went our separate ways. Days 
such as this affirm all our staff members, 
from cleaners to management, in their 
role in Mercy education. We hope that the 
Ascension Day gathering will continue as a 
Mercy tradition for many years to come.
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St Benedict’s Grade R visit 
to Holy Rosary school
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Sports news
Foundation Phase 
To date, only two events have been held 
for the Foundation Phase: chess and the 
Winter Festival (netball and soccer). An 
impressive number of children played 
chess at De La Salle Holy Cross Junior 
School and, as usual, a very large 
number of participants and 
supporters, from the fifteen 
participating schools, 
descended on Sacred 
Heart College for this 
special and fun day.

Primary School
Chess took place on 30 May and was 
hosted by De La Salle Holy Cross Junior 
School.  The hall was full, the excitement 
tangible and the matches well contested. 

At Primary School level (U13), the 
netball and soccer festival was also 
hosted by Sacred Heart and took 
place on Saturday 27 May. It was 
slightly bigger than last year, with 

seventeen schools playing soccer and 
nineteen schools participating in the 
netball. Entries included visiting Marist 

schools from Cape Town and KwaZulu-
Natal, St Joseph’s and St Henry’s.  

Five schools participated in the girls’ 
hockey festival that was hosted by 
Brescia House School on Saturday 10 
June.  

Cross Country took place at La Salle 
College on Saturday 3 June. Seven 
schools participated and the participants 
enjoyed their achievements being 
recognised at the event. 
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High School
The winter season got underway early 
in May with the open soccer festival at 
Sacred Heart College and the U14 and 
U15 netball festival at St Teresa’s School 
on Saturday 6 May.   Both festivals were 
disrupted by the individual arrangements 
of a few schools and the soccer ensured 
that the element of drama, characteristic 
of this sport, was maintained. Well done 
to the respective winning teams: Brescia 
House School (U14 netball), St Dominic’s 
School (U15 netball), Assumption 
Convent (open girls’ soccer) and CBC 
Mount Edmund (open boys’ soccer). 

Holy Rosary School added U16 netball to 
the open festival. It had been postponed 
from the original date due to seriously 
inclement weather. It was finally played 
on Saturday 27 May. The winning schools 
were St Dominic’s School (U16) and 
Assumption Convent (open). The U15 
soccer tournament, which was hosted by 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer, was similarly 
affected. St Martin de Porres School 
won this event. Open hockey took place 
at Randburg astro on Friday 19 and 
Saturday 20 May.  The event was hosted 
by De La Salle Holy Cross College and the 
catering was organised by Holy Rosary 
School and St Teresa’s School. Brescia 
House School won the girls section and 
St Thomas Aquinas School won the 
boys section.  Cross Country took place 
on Saturday 3 June at La Salle College. 
The increased number of participants 
was pleasing to see and competition 
was tough. The winning schools were 
Assumption Convent (girls) and De La 
Salle Holy Cross College (boys). 

Final season programme
Fri 27 October  CSSC AGM 
 (DLSHCC at 09h00)

FOUNDATION PHASE
Thur 28 Sep Athletics
Sat 14 Oct  Tennis 
Fri 3 Nov Swimming Gala 
Sat11 Nov Cricket
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Fri 15 Sep Athletics
Sat 14 Oct Tennis 
HIGH SCHOOL

Sat 9  - Mon 11 Sep Golf
Sat 16 Sep Chess
Sat 16 Sep U14 & U16 Basketball
Wed 27 Sep Athletics
Sat 14 Oct  Tennis 

Sincere thanks to our committee 
member, Cindy McCreesh (nee 
Niken), who has made a most 
significant contribution over the 
past few years to developing the 
CSSC programme. We wish her 
much success and fulfilment as she 
ventures into the corporate world. 
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2017 Theme Song

Walking Forward Together 

Step by Step (x2)

Let us walk humbly with God. Go forth and be renewed.

Let us grow in love with our family with faith and gratitude.

Let us walk with each other to heal and forgive.

We are one in creation, the world in which we live. We’re walking…

Step by step, going forth as one

Hand in hand, in the warmth of the sun

Side by side, with one accord

Walking forward together in the love of our Lord (x2)

Let us walk in the spirit of hope, rejoicing in the truth.

There’s a longing in our hearts, a promise of peace,

God will always be with you.

We’re walking…

Step by step, …

Where we are gathered in your name, you are here with us.

May your love continue to light the path,

the path on which we walk.

We’re walking…

Step by step… hand in hand… side by side

With one accord, walking forward together in the love of our Lord,

We’re walking step by step

Going forth as one,

hand in hand in the warmth of the sun

Journey on with one voice; we are coming home.

Walking forward together, we are never alone.

Walking forward together, we are never alone! 

Step by step ... hand in hand ... side by side

JOHANNESBURG:

25 July

Pre-Primary Cluster

27 – 28 July

“Growing Leaders” Leadership 
Course (Modules 5 & 6)

9 september

Teachers’ Spring Retreat

12–13 september 

Choir Festivals

16 september

Gr 11 Leadership Day

21 september

RE Seminar

27 september

Principals’ Meeting

13 october

Gr 7 Mass

PRETORIA:

2 august

Principals’ Forum

12 august

Teachers’ Forum

16 august

RE Seminar

17 – 18 august

Music Festival

Upcoming 
Events


